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ISLIP DRUG EDUCATION AWARENESS 

- Islip Public Schools 
Board of Education 
Central Office Administration 
Islip Association of School 
Administrators 
Islip Teachers Association 
Islip School Security  
Islip High School Students  
Wing School PTA 
Commack Road School PTA 
Sherwood School PTA 
Islip Middle School PTA 
Islip High School PTSA 
Islip SEPTA 
Islip Booster Club 
Islip Arts and Music Parents 

 
Great South Bay YMCA 

Islip Chamber of Commerce  

Islip Fire Department 

Islip North Community Watch 

KIC-Keep Islip Clean 

Long Island Prevention Resource 
Center (LIPRC) 

Northwell Health Southside Hospital 

NY National Guard Counter Drug Task 
Force 

Old South Islip Civic Association 

Presbyterian Church of Islip 

Rotary Club of the Islip’s 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

South Islip Community Watch 

South Shore Community Organization 

South Saxon Community Watch 

SC Department of Health Services 

SC Legislature – 10th Leg District 

SCPD Third Precinct COPE Unit 

Syntax Communication 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

The Islip Elks Lodge #2533 

Youth Enrichment Services 

 

MINUTES – January 21, 2020 
6:30 p.m., Islip High School Community Room 

 

ATTENDEES: See sign-in sheet (copy attached) 
 
6:34 p.m. Mrs. Paehr opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
 
The agenda was altered a bit, to accommodate the SCPD officers in 
attendance. 
 
COPE Officer Report: Sergeant Rivera discussed the increase in vehicle 
break-ins in search of money. Perpetrators are looking for car change for 
heroin. They go “door surfing,” checking for cars with unlocked doors. 
Eight stolen vehicles have also been reported. RING doorbells help police 
investigate these crimes. SCPD has also noticed an increase in graffiti, 
although this does not seem gang-related. Brentwood and KIC are 
assisting with clean up. Community members should call the 3rd Precinct 
at 631-854-8308 to report graffiti. 
 

Minutes: The minutes from the December 3rd meeting were reviewed 
and approved at 6:42 p.m. 

 
 Financial Reports: Dr. Semel updated the Coalition on recent 

expenditures and encumbrances of DFC grant funds in Mrs. Carr’s 
absence. These were approved at 6:43 p.m. 

 
REPORTS: 
  

• CO-PROJECT DIRECTORS – Dr. Martin is investigating 
sustainability and different programs for Islip Middle School 
through Northwell Health. He has scheduled programs for this 
year to discuss values (6th grade), self-image (7th grade), and 
relationships (8th grade). All programs will be delivered in a 
classroom setting. He is looking to put together a scantron survey 
for students to pull data after each program. 
 
Dr. Martin will also be attending the CADCA National 
Leadership Forum in National Harbor, MD in early February. 
While there, he will investigate the youth program offered at this 
annual event. There has been some discussion about sending 
leader students in grades 8, 9, and 10 next year. Having younger 
students attend could help with sustainability.  

 



 

 
 
Mrs. Vouris shared that work has begun on completing and submitting the 
Continuation Application for our final year of the DFC grant. She will also complete 
the required annual reports, once they are re-opened. This will include a report on 
how we met our goals from the action plan. To prepare, she has been doing webinars 
about the new reporting.  
 
Mrs. Vouris also shared that there will be a special screening of “Angst,” a 
documentary about adolescent anxiety, at Sayville Middle School on February 10th,  
starting at 7:00 p.m. This screening is open to everyone. 

 
• PROJECT COORDINATOR – Following the success of last fall’s dodgeball 

tournament at the high school, Mrs. Whitehouse will run a winter tournament on 
Tuesday, February 25th. This is after winter sports end. On Thursday, February 27th, 
the 100 Minutes of Motion event will be held at the middle school for 5th and 6th 
graders. Over 100 students participated last year, and more are expected to come this 
year. There will also be a dodgeball event for the MS in the spring. 

 
• YOUTH COORDINATOR – Mr. Modica continues to work on the IDEA website. 

This site is now directly linked from the district website, so users no longer have to go 
through numerous clicks to access it. He is adding information to the event and 
sponsor pages. 

 
Teacher Prep students created a lesson plan on making good choices and being honest 
to accompany a read aloud book in the elementary schools. Ms. Hall, Mr. Jimenez, and 
Mr. Modica all visited Sherwood Elementary with the Teacher Prep students this week 
when they delivered the lesson. 
 
Mr. Modica suggests that this year’s Game Night target third and fourth grade 
students, since middle school students have been getting a lot of attention and offered 
a number of activities. There will also be a parent-education component at pick up for 
the event. Considering making this a smaller version of the 100 Minutes of Motion and 
including relay races. A Game Night committee will meet to put together all of the 
parts. Possible dates are March 20th or March 27th. 
 
The YMCA program continues to be successful. The bus to Bay Shore is full, and six 
car loads of seniors are also going after school on Tuesdays and Fridays. Students are 
also taking advantage of Saturday availability and getting themselves there. 
 

• SUBSTANCE ABUSE SPECIALIST – Ms. Hall reported that she accompanied the 
Teacher Prep students when they presented their lesson at Sherwood today. The 
students were very receptive and discussed being honest after reading Ruthie and the 
(Not So) Teeny Tiny Lie. 

 
Ms. Hall investigated t-shirts for volunteers. These can be ordered through a purchase 
order from Custom Ink at a cost of $8.59 each. Mr. Sparacio will look into different 



 

vendors to see if he can get better pricing. A discussion ensued as to whether the t-
shirts will be given to volunteers to keep, or if we will ask them to be returned so they 
may be washed and reused. Mrs. Whitehouse can wash them at no cost to IDEA. Mrs. 
Vouris suggested we consider purchasing purple shirts, not white. Several people will 
do research and present different prices at the next meeting. 
 
The patches for the Islip Strikes Out Drugs mission will cost $0.78 from The Studio. 
Ms. Hall has been meeting with Mr. Rempe, and the patches can be added to the Islip 
Travel Baseball uniforms this year. Mrs. Paehr suggested we hold a “Make Your Own 
Patch” contest. 
 
Mr. Sparacio suggested we get banners to have at sporting events – maybe two for the 
tennis courts and by the turf field – where people can see them. Mrs. Paehr will speak 
with Mrs. Carr about flipping the money allocated to purchase banners for Red Ribbon 
Week to this endeavor. Sergeant Alese suggested using woodshop students to make 
something for IDEA that will attract a crowd. 
 
 

• CULTURAL LIAISON – Mr. Jimenez is also attending the Teacher Prep lessons for 
grades 2-5 at Sherwood. Students discuss right and wrong, then follow up by 
independently filling out sheets discussing times when they were honest. 

 
 
• POST PROM – The last parent meeting for Post Prom was held on December 11th, and 

the next one will be at 7:00 p.m. on January 30th. The fire pit raffle has sold out, and 
there are only seven boxes left for the Super Bowl raffle. Tara LePage is in charge of 
the Super Bowl fundraiser, so if anyone is interested in a box, they should reach out 
to her. In February, parents will be meeting with the DJ to plan the party. The theme 
is “On Cloud 9,” so the committee has purchased a lot of fiberfill to create clouds. 
Build nights will start on February 6th. 
 

 OLD BUSINESS: 
 
• Bach Harrison Prevention Needs Assessment – Dr. Martin discussed this survey 

that was given to sixth, eighth, and tenth graders at the end of October. It looked at 
parent involvement, relationships, drug and alcohol use by oneself and others, etc. A 
lot of the information is disheartening. How do we address it? Ms. Mizzi created a 
one-sheet summary and explained it to the coalition. It separated out some of the 
highest ranked risk factors, highest protective factors, and broke information down 
by grade as well as “Community, Family, School, and Peer-Individual.” Alcohol use 
among tenth graders is concerning. At all grade levels, students shared that they were 
“obtaining alcohol from home with their parent’s permission.” Ms. Mizzi will bring 
raw data, instead of percentages, to the next meeting. Mrs. Whitehouse brought up 
wanting the actual vaping numbers (tobacco and ENDS) presented to us. The 
summary will be amended to have the actual numbers on it. 
 



 

The next step is to determine how to communicate the results to parents. This is 
something that requires thought, as action and education are necessary. What can the 
coalition do to get the parents to a presentation? What would be the ideal forum? One 
suggestion is to add it to the sports code nights. Mr. Modica can also use the 
percentages into the parent presentation at Game Night. 

 
• Legislative Update – Legislator Cilmi reported that Governor Cuomo will included 

a flavored e-liquid ban in his budget. Mrs. Paehr reminded everyone that Albany’s 
Lobby Day will be held in February and PTA is looking to address advertising for 
vape products. 

 
• Special Olympics – Dr. Semel met with the PTA Presidents, and they will have a flag 

making craft in the Olympic Village for kids who are not competing. The PTAs will 
work together on this project. 

 
Cosmetology students will also be on hand the Special Olympics to provide services 
to the athletes to make them feel good. 
 

• Sustainability – Members of the Coalition are looking for an attorney to help us with 
the 501(c)3 filing for free. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Golf Fundraiser – Islip High School Principal Jon LaRochester will present at the 
Coalition’s February meeting on an idea for a Golf Outing fundraiser next Columbus 
Day Weekend. This will assist with sustainability. The event can be coupled with the 
Hall of Fame Induction. He has raised a lot of money with this kind of event in the 
past. 

 
• Purchase/Expenditure Requests – Mr. Cameron has been doing a lot of work with 

the 7 Habits at Commack Road Elementary. The students read the youth version of 
the book, and now parents are requesting the adult/parent version. He has asked if 
the IDEA would be willing to sponsor a community read of the book, with a book 
talk a few chapters at a time. Mrs. Brown mentioned that the PTA has money for that 
and to ask them to sponsor it. Sherwood can hopefully segue into this, as well. 

 
There is also an interest in starting clubs at the elementary level. The district’s Title 
grants support limited Book Clubs, and Dr. Semel asked if IDEA could fund one club 
at each of the 2-5 buildings that supports healthy choices and gets students involved 
in something positive – nutrition, yoga, etc. Dr. Martin spoke with Mr. Cameron and 
Mr. Walerstein about possibly doing the same club for fifth grade. They will work 
together. Commack Road and Sherwood already have late buses for music twice a 
week, which makes clubs more manageable if we piggyback on those days. Mr. 
Austin and Ms. Solaski spoke about how much clubs did for their own children when 
they were in elementary school. The Coalition is in agreement to support these clubs. 
 



 

Dr. Martin would like to invest in an inflatable movie screen that may be used for 
younger (and even older) students. The cost ranges from $200 to $500. Purchasing 
one would enable us to hold family events that are billed as “alcohol free.” The screen 
could accommodate an audience of about 100 people. The movie nights can be a 
source of IDEA promotion, and informative blurbs about our mission can be shared 
with parents. These events do pose some risks, in terms of weather and goose 
droppings. It may be easier to host movie nights in the auditorium. It was agreed to 
purchase one inflatable movie screen. If we find it is successful, we can always go 
back and purchase more. 

 
• Crossing Guards – Dr. Semel asked Mr. Flynn why we are seeing more police cars 

and fewer crossing guards. There are 88 posts for crossing guards, and SCPD has not 
filled them. They are working in the budget to hire additional guards. Police cars with 
lights on near schools raises anxiety and gives a sense of emergency. Crossing guards 
are more gentle. Mrs. Whitehouse suggested a phone blast warning that there is a 
police car acting as a crossing guard to prevent parents from thinking there is an 
emergency. Mrs. Paehr assigned this task to Legislator Cilmi. 

 
CLOSING REMARKS/ADJOURNMENT 
 
8:33 p.m. – Meeting adjourned 
  



 
 


